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SUBJECT: HARCOS/FLETCHER 
REE: CALCUTTA 9310 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . CONGEN CALCUTTA REPORTS THAT A MEMBER OF THE POLICE SPECIAL 
BRANCH WAS PRESENT 

ON AUGUST 22 WHEN A CONSULAR OEFICER 

VISITED HARCOS AND FLETCHER. THE CONSULATE GENERAL BELIEVES 
THIS PROCEDURE VIOLATES INTERNATIONAL CONSULAR PRACTICE IN THAT 
IT DOES NOT PERMIT PRIVATE ACCESS. EMBASSY HAS CHECKED INTO THE 
LEGAL BASIS AND NOTES THAT, ALTHOUGH NOT A PARTY TO IT, INDIA 
IS GUIDED BY THE PROVISIONS OE THE VIENNA CONVENTION. ARITICLE 
36 STATES THAT CONSULAR OFFICERS SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO VISIT 
THEIR NATIONALS IN PRISON OR CUSTODY. IT DOES NOT SPECIEICALLY 
SAY HOW SOON AFTER ARREST ACCESS MUST BE GRANTED, NOR DOES IT 
SAY THAT THE CONVERSATION WITH A PRISONER MUST BE PRIVATE. 

2. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, EMBASSY REQUESTS ADVICE EROM THE DEPARTMENT 
AS TO WHETHER THERE IS A LEGAL BASIS FOR THE CONSUL GENERAL TO 
INSIST THAT CONVERSATIONS OF A CONSULAR OFFICER WITH HARCOS AND 
FLETCHER MUST BE PRIVATE. 
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